
 

For Immediate Release – November 1, 2013 

YWCA St. John’s to Host Inaugural Annual General Meeting 
 

St. John’s, NL 

 

YWCA St. John's Board of Directors is hosting the Inaugural Annual General Meeting (AGM) of YWCA St. 

John's on Monday, November 4, 2013 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the Courtyard Marriott (Port Room; 131 

Duckworth Street). 

 

The Board is delighted to announce that Her Honour, Patricia Fagan has agreed to serve as Honourary Patron 

for YWCA St. John's and will be bringing greetings at our first AGM in over thirty years.  In addition, the 

Board welcomes Paulette Senior, C.E.O., YWCA Canada, and Sheilagh O'Leary, recent Mayoral candidate and 

community leader, who will bring a short address on our theme, "Honouring our Past...Embracing our 

Future".  The event will be a celebration the re-establishment of YWCA in St. John's, with the formal business 

meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., and a reception to follow directly at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The YWCA has a rich history in St. John’s dating back to 1925.  After 50 years operating as a YWCA, the 

organization merged with the local YMCA in 1975.  In 2012, the local YM-YWCA of Northeast Avalon ended 

its affiliation with the national YWCA movement and became the YMCA Northeast Avalon.  At the same time, 

women in the community came together and voiced the need for a revitalized YWCA presence in our city.   

 

Through initial consultations and support from YWCA Canada’s national office, an Outreach Consultant was 

hired in June 2012, and a local Renewal Team was formed shortly thereafter.  The team has conducted a 

community consultation, piloted successful girls programming, and established strong and supportive 

community partnerships.  This AGM follows on the heels of the organizations’ 2
nd

 annual Power of Being a 

Girl™ Conference, held on October 19.  The event boasted a registration of 90 girls (ages 12-15) doubling the 

numbers from last year’s event in St. John’s.  In addition, at the satellite event held simultaneously in 

Stephenville (a partnership between YWCA St. John’s and Bay St. George Status of Women Council), another 

30 girls participated in the Conference. 

 

The present effort to re-establish the YWCA in St. John’s embraces a local history which spans nearly nine 

decades.  Many fond recollections of YWCA’s have been recounted over the initial year of redevelopment about 

what the YWCA accomplished and represented in St. John’s in its early days.  The YWCA was very involved in 

the community and was seen as a welcoming place for women and girls.  It was serviced by many volunteers 

and received much support from the wider community.  The YWCA organized a formalized child care program, 

taught women practical skills to enable them to participate in the work force, and started a scholarship fund for 

women who wished to return to university. 

 

Today, the Renewal Team has transitioned to a formal Advisory Committee and under its direction, YWCA St. 

John’s has been incorporated, been granted Provisional Membership in YWCA Canada, and is therefore also 

affiliated with the broader World YWCA movement.  The Committee prepared a Constitution & Bylaws, 

identified clearly articulated mission, vision and values statements, and put an interim Board of Directors in 

place in Spring 2013.  A new slate of nominees will be presented to the membership on Monday for election to 

the first formal Board of Directors of the newly formed organization. 
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